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1
Z uleyka V argas Benitez was bo rn  in the P an am a  C anal Z one in 1951. H er m o th er A m alia , an 
im p o rtan t influence in the a r tis t’s life and  w ork , was raised in the jung le  o f P an am a , and  is w riting 
an  au to b io g rap h y . Z u leyka’s fa th er, a native o f P u e rto  R ico, is a retired  A rm y officer. H er 
ph o to g rap h s, draw ings, pa in tings and  p rin ts have been exh ib ited  in m ore th an  tw enty-five states. 
A book  of her narra tiv e  d raw ings, Trouble in Paradise, w as published in 1980 by L ost R oads.
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